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PREFACE

The tenth anniversary of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) has just
passed. Agenda 2|, which sets out comprehensive strategies and programmes to counter environmental
degradation and promote sustainable development, was adopted as a legal document by the Conference on |3
June 1992. Strategies for agriculture and health advocate the use of target-specific and readily degradable
pesticides or the use of biological control agents as an alternative to the use of toxic pesticides.The vast majority
of countries around the world are signatories to this agreement and thus committed to developing policies that
minimize adverse pesticide impacts. Legislation governing pesticide use and mandatory environmental
assessment is well established in most countries, although implementation is often an uphill struggle in the face
of food shortages and disease outbreaks.

Agenda 21 also calls for appropriate environmental impact assessment (EIA) of projects likely to have a significant
impact on the environment and it stresses the need for national capacity in toxicity testing, exposure analysis
and risk assessment, all of which require considerable investment in resources and training. We hope that this
handbook will help developing countries to develop their capacity in ecotoxicological monitoring and enable
them to meet their commitments under Agenda 21.

It will also be of value to students undertaking higher education courses in natural resource management, applied
ecology, ecotoxicology and other related disciplines.
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