Water, poverty, and productive uses of water at the household level

An international symposium on practical experiences, new research, and policy implications from innovative approaches to the provision and use of household water supplies

South Africa, 21-23 January 2003
First announcement and call for papers

Background:

Domestic water supply is widely acknowledged as a key element in the fight against poverty and disease, and adequate drinking water supplies are rightly seen as essential to human well being.  However, water plays a far broader role in the livelihoods of both rural and urban men and women than the traditional domestic activities of washing, cooking and drinking.  In particular water plays a crucial productive role, particularly in the lives of those who live in arid and semi-arid lands.  From watering livestock to brewing beer, in rural, urban and peri-urban environments water is a crucial enabler of economic activity – particularly for women and the poor.

An increasing awareness of the centrality of water to peoples wider livelihoods is leading to a reassessment of traditional approaches to water supply.  Whether it is identifying the productive potential of domestic water supplies, or acknowledging the domestic use of ‘irrigation’ water, the need to respond to the real demands of water users is forcing the break down of sectoral boundaries and a search for new, practical solutions: policy, technical, institutional and financial

In addition to collaborating across boundaries within the water sector, reaching out to other poverty focused sectors is essential.  Micro-credit, marketing, transport and a host of other issues need to be addressed to unlock the full potential of improved water supplies to improve the lives of the poorest.  In addition, as the full potential for improved water supplies to impact poverty becomes apparent, traditional approaches to water resource management that focus on the division of resources between large and well organised users (mines, large scale irrigation, towns) will also have to change.  

The need to manage water between multiple small scale uses, but also protect the right of small scale users to an equitable share of the available resource is both a challenge and an opportunity.  A challenge in terms of giving such a diffuse user group an effective voice, but an opportunity to lay the groundwork of a genuinely bottom-up integrated water resources management.

Purpose and scope:

The symposium on ‘water, poverty and productive uses of water at the household level’ will be held in the Johannesburg region in South Africa from 21-23 January 2003. This Symposium aims to bring together practitioners and researchers involved in innovative approaches to household and community water supply to share practical experiences, report the findings of new research and identify the policy implications of taking their work forward.  

Proposals for papers reporting either practical experiences, policy initiatives or the findings of research projects are invited.  Papers should be written to a high standard and will be peer reviewed and published as a book.  They should address experience or research findings particularly with an eye to the widespread applicability of the approaches taken, especially the policy, technical, financial and institutional implications.  
A non-exclusive list of possible topics for papers is presented below.  

· Use of ‘domestic’ water supplies for non-domestic purposes

· Roles and value of domestic water in poverty reduction and peoples’ livelihoods in general

· The use of water in micro-enterprise and the informal sector

· Comparisons between different approaches to small scale productive water supplies (small scale field irrigation, community gardens, backyard irrigation)

· Practical experiences of costs and benefits of the provision of small scale mixed use water supplies

· Practical experiences of water supply for urban agriculture (including livestock) and waste-water reuse

· Use of productive activities to support cost recovery and higher levels of service provision
· Gender differences in water use, and their impacts on project implementation and benefits accruing from water supply projects

· Institutional and capacity challenges for widespread introduction of livelihoods sensitive approaches to water supply

Submission of papers:

A maximum of 20 papers will be accepted for the symposium. These will be selected by the organisers based on the quality and relevance of the abstracts. People wishing to submit a paper should send an abstract of no more than 250 words before the end of May to the address below. Authors of papers accepted for inclusion will be notified by end-June and will then be invited to submit a full paper by the 30st September. A second symposium announcement will also be circulated at this stage including joining arrangements and details of fees and accommodation costs. Papers will be peer reviewed by subject specialists, and authors asked to submit a final version addressing the reviewer comments by the 31th December.

Limited funding exists to help meet the travel costs of participants from the South. Please mention with your abstract if you would require funding to attend the symposium.
Symposium organisers:

Dr  J.A. Butterworth – Natural Resources Institute, the University of Greenwich, UK

Dr. B. van Koppen – International Water Management Institute, Regional Africa Program, South Africa

Dr P. B. Moriarty – IRC International Water and Sanitation Centre, Delft, The Netherlands

B. Schreiner – Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, South Africa

D. Versfeld – Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, South Africa

Abstracts should be sent to:

Patrick Moriarty

IRC International Water and Sanitation Centre, Delft

moriarty@irc.nl
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